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: From the Editors

FROM THE EDITORS
The United States was born in the countryside, but it came of age in its cities. Even in the
colonial period, when less than five percent of the population lived in urban areas, cities like
Boston, Philadelphia and Charleston were at the hub of economic, political and social life.
During the nineteenth century, industrialization and urbanization went hand-in-hand, each
stimulating the other, as improved technology made bigger cities possible and urban growth
spurred technological innovations like elevators and trolleys. In 1900, forty percent of the
population lived in cities, and by 1920, the majority of Americans resided there.
This issue of Tampa Bay History charts several urban developments of this century. In the
opening article, "The Ku Klux Klan’s 1926 Assault on the Democratic Party in Hillsborough
County," Michael H. Mundt documents the Invisible Empire’s movement into cities like Tampa,
where it mounted a law-and-order crusade that had some distinctly anti-urban elements. Another
side of the Roaring Twenties is featured in Hal Hubener’s article, "The Cleveland Indians and
Spring Training in Lakeland, 1923-1927," which demonstrates the early link between
professional sports, tourism and business.
The next two articles focus on urban transportation. "Streetcars in Tampa and St. Petersburg"
features a photographic essay by Robert Lehman, who illustrates the impact of trolleys in
opening up suburban development and new forms of recreation, especially amusement parks.
Thomas Reilly looks at another technological marvel in "The Birth of National Airlines: The St.
Petersburg Years, 1934-1939," which shows how St. Petersburg and Tampa were first connected
by air travel to the East Coast cities of Jacksonville and Miami.
The story of American cities has not always been one of progress, as Robert Kerstein
demonstrates in his article, "From Annexation to Urban Renewal: Urban Development in Tampa
during the 1950s and 1960s." By the second half of the twentieth century, many cities had
become blighted by visible decay, and urban leaders sought ways of reversing this trend.
Redevelopment took several forms, including slum clearance and public housing, but with mixed
results as this study of Tampa suggests.
The editors of Tampa Bay History welcome new subscribers and thank longtime supporters
who continue to renew their subscriptions. As a nonprofit publication, Tampa Bay History
survives only through the voluntary efforts of its staff and the generosity of its subscribers. We
hope you enjoy this issue and invite you to write us with your comments.
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